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Contacts: [insert local media contact information]
XXX County Announces Priority Health Issues for the Next Three Years
Priority Health Areas are Issue 1, Issue 2, and Issue 3
[Insert City], N.C. (Date of release, 2019) –  [insert County] has worked since [month when you started process] to prioritize key health issues as part of the community health assessment (CHA) process, and welcomes community input in the next phase, which is community health strategic planning. 
Every three years we pause our work to improve community health so that we may step back and take a fresh look at the current data from our county that reflects its health. We then use this information to help us assess how well we’re doing and what actions we need to take moving forward. 
Our newest Community Health Assessment is now available to the public, and it highlights the process our county undertook to determine our health priorities for the next three years. The 2019-2021 health priorities are:
· List the priorities here
“Quote here from your health director about how the process worked and why these are the best priorities to have chosen. You may also choose to highlight a success from the past CHA cycle of programming.”
All of this information is now available in our county’s Community Health Assessment, or CHA report, that is now available [list here where the CHA may be viewed]. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our next steps are to explore what strategies are known to work to address these issues, and what is already working in our community.  Then, we will come together to identify new strategies and create a plan for our local community to address these issues over the next two years.
If you’re interested in helping our community take action on one of these issues, contact: X, get involved by X, or keep informed by X. 
Our county is part of a larger community health assessment and improvement effort taking place in the region called WNC Healthy Impact.  WNC Healthy Impact is a partnership and coordinated process between public health agencies, hospitals, and key regional partners in western North Carolina.  This regional effort is supported financially by all the hospitals in the region, and is housed and coordinated by WNC Health Network.
“We’re grateful that support for this community health assessment work is provided by X HOSPITAL in your county, and other hospitals in western North Carolina.” says NAME, County Health Director. “Continue the quote here with 1-2 sentences about the value of this work in your county.”
Further Resources:
· Read a 2-page overview of the Community Health Assessment here: LINK
· Read the full Community Health Assessment Report here: LINK
· For more information on XXX County, visit www.insertspecificURL.gov (or can link to the WNC Healthy Impact page for your county) or call NAME OF PERSON at (828) 123-1234. 
· For more information about the Community Health Improvement Process, view a WNC Healthy Impact fact sheet here.
###
About [County] Health Department:
[A paragraph here with general information about your health department, with website.]


NOTE: If you have a high quality photo from your process up until this point, include along with a suggested photo caption with names & titles (make sure you have permission to share from anyone in the photo)



