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Community Leaders and County Officials Working to Prioritize XXX County Health

[Insert City], N.C. (Date of release, 2018) –  [insert County] is currently working to prioritize key health issues as part of the community health assessment (CHA) process, and welcomes community input.
 Every three years we pause our work to improve community health so that we may step back and take a fresh look at all of the current data from our county that reflects the health of our community. We then use this information to help us assess how well we’re doing, and what actions we need to take moving forward. 
“We’re grateful that support for this community health assessment work is provided by X HOSPITAL in your county, and other hospitals in western North Carolina.” says NAME, County Health Director. “Continue the quote here with 1-2 sentences about the value of this work in your county.”
Our county is part of a larger community health assessment and improvement effort taking place in the region called WNC Healthy Impact.  WNC Healthy Impact is a partnership and coordinated process between public health, hospitals, and key regional partners in western North Carolina.  This regional effort is supported financially by all the hospitals in the region, and is housed and coordinated by WNC Health Network.
Beginning in Month, 2018, our team, which includes [list key community agencies/ stakeholders only if you are sure that you won’t inadvertently leave people out], spent time understanding the data and uncovering what issues were affecting the most people in our community. We also interviewed community leaders to find out what they’re most concerned about. For example, we found that: 
· [bookmark: _GoBack][Key data point or two that stood out.]
A more detailed analysis of our community health data will be included in the Community Health Assessment report this spring.
Once our team made sense of the data, we presented key health issues to a wide range of partners and community members. The participants used the information we presented to score each issue, and then vote for their top areas of concern. Some of the factors they considered were how much the issue impacts our community, how relevant the issue is to multiple health concerns, and how feasible it is for our community to make progress on this issue. 
This process, often called health issue prioritization, is an opportunity for various community stakeholders, such as [the hospital, health department, and other examples,] to agree on which health issues and results we can all contribute to, which increases the likelihood that we’ll make a difference in the lives of people in our community.
[If the event is open to the public and is in the future, include date/time/location etc info here. If the event has already passed, include a few sentences about where it was, who attended, and what happened. Describe specifics of your process here, i.e. we held an event with x people in attendance.]
Next, we will create a Community Health Assessment, or CHA report that will be available [where will it be posted/available] in the spring. We’ll then explore what strategies are known to work to address these issues and what is already working in our community, and then come together in workgroups to identify new strategies and create a plan for our local community to address these issues over the next two years.
If you’re interested in helping our community take action on one of these issues, contact: X, get involved by X, or keep informed by X. 
Further Resources:
· Reports and other details are available on the WNC Healthy Impact website: www.WNCHealthyImpact.com. 
· For more information on XXX County, visit www.insertspecificURL.gov (or can link to the WNC Healthy Impact page for your county) or call NAME OF PERSON at (828) 123-1234. 
· For more information about the Community Health Improvement Process, view a WNC Healthy Impact fact sheet here.
###
About [County] Health Department:
[A paragraph here with general information about your health department, with website.]



NOTE: If you have a high quality photo from your process up until this point, include along with a suggestion photo caption with names & titles (make sure you have permission to share from anyone in the photo)





